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The Peninsular War against Napoleon brought about a decisive change
for the Irish communities in Spain, as the campaigns against Bonaparte
unleashed a wide-ranging debate about the nature of Spanish
nationhood and freedom which in turn inevitably led to questions
being asked of the allegiance and identity of the Irish communities in
the country. By 1812 the terms of debate had shifted and taken on a
new dimension: one of the pivotal questions was whether the Irish felt
loyalty to Spain and to the Spanish nation, or whether their allegiance
was, more prosaically, to the royal family and to the aristocrats whose
patronage had been decisive in expanding their influence under the
ancient regime. The theatre in which these ideas and debates would
be most thoroughly tested and played out was the famous Cortes

of Cadiz held in 1812. Among the deputies there were four whose
Irish ancestry was matched by an unmistakable enthusiasm for liberal
political ideas, although the stance or outlook of each of these figures
must be differentiated and studied for its shades of nuance and
emphasis. This was especially true for those who were linked in some
way to the revolutionary events in America.

This volume brings together a group of international scholars who
provide an in-depth study of the major Irish protagonists at Cadiz. It is
divided into three themes: Politics, Religion and War. The aim is to
bring into focus a number of figures of Irish origin who played a role
in the dynamic political and military debates which culminated in the
Spanish Constitution of 1812.

Important new insights are provided into key figures such as Santiago
Key, Juan O’'Gavan, Enrique O’'Donnell (count of La Bisbal), Juan
O’Donoju, O'Ryan, Luis de Lacy, Teodoro Reding, Almirante Brown,
Ramon Power y Giralt, José Maria Blanco White, Arthur Wellesley
(Duke of Wellington), J. Bernardo O’Gavan y Guerra, Demetrio O'Daly,
Luisa Ward, General Joaquin Blake, James Florence Burke, General
Jorge Flinter and Joaquin Lorenzo Villanueva.
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por la Universidad Gregoriana de Roma.
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Moderna, especializandose en Historia Militar.
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Correspondiente de la Real Academia de la
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Ambrosiana de Milan. Ha escrito una veintena
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Sus investigaciones se han centrado en el
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Reign of Phillip 1l (2009) y The Battle of Kinsale
(2013)

M. peL CARMEN LARIO DE ONATE es doctora en
Filosofia y Letras (Filologia Anglogermanica).

Su investigacion historica esta relacionada con

la poblacién irlandesa y britanica en Cadiz en )
el siglo XVIIL. Fruto de ella es la publicacién La 4
colonia mercantil britanica e irlandesa en Cadiz

a finales del siglo XVIII. Asimismo ha colaborado

en diversas publicaciones de distinta indole.

En la actualidad es catedratica de Escuela

Universitaria en la Universidad de Cadiz y es

responsable del grupo de investigacion del
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inglesa aplicada a las Ciencias. En este contexto
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