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Philip II

In the wake of the
Irish-Spanish defeat at
Kinsale (1601),
Irishmen and women
from all levels of the
society migrated to
Spain, where the imposition of orthodox Catholicism
within the Spanish realms implied the social inclusion of
certain ‘nations’ such as the Irish. This book covers this
complexity of Irish migration to the Spanish empire, from
17th-century Hapsburg Spain to 18th-century Bourbon
Spain, from Europe to the new World. Even though
Ireland did not form part of this empire, the contribution of
Irishmen and Irishwomen to this multinational empire was
remarkable. The Irish ‘nation’ played a key role in the army,
commerce, medicine, literary life and 18th-century Spanish
Enlightenment.

A new and welcome
contribution to
Irish-Spanish historical
studies, this book treats
of the close historical
ties that have existed
between both countries, which were forged and reached
their zenith in the tumultuous times of 16th and early 17th
century Europe. Originally written in Spanish and published
under the title Irlanda y el Rey Prudente (2 vols, Madrid,
2000 and 2003), this revised synopsized and updated work,
impeccably translated by Liam Liddy, offers a lavish portrait
of the political, military and religious relations between
both countries which, in their desire to rid the world of
their common enemy, England, went to untold lengths to
achieve this objective and, in the process, came within a
whisker of changing the course of history.
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Irish Influence
at the Court of
Spain in the
Seventeeth
Century
Igor Pérez Tostado
‘This book is a
reminder of how
important mainland
Europe was to Ireland
and how it was a
destination for
emigrants and exiles before the great famine turned our
orientation towards America and elsewhere. Tostado
points out that not only élites emigrated but that the
sizable Irish community in Spain consisted also of priests,
merchants, soldiers and whole families. Spain was the
preferred choice not just because it was the most
powerful country in Europe but also because it was the
self-appointed protector of Catholicism against the forces
of the Reformation … Tostado’s is a well written and
thoroughly researched work that adds a lot to our
understanding of this period of Irish history.’
Tony Canavan, Books Ireland
192pp; hbk. ISBN: 978-1-84682-110-3 Retail: $55.00

Philip II of Spain
Patron of the arts
Rosemarie
Mulcahy
The image of Philip II
(1527-98) as stern and
assiduous defender of his
political inheritance and
of the Catholic faith is
tempered and enriched
by his image as patron
and collector of art.
During the 42 years of
his reign (1556-98) he transformed the arts in Spain, then
largely provincial, into the international and modern. His
patronage attracted artists and craftsmen to enter the royal
service, among them Titian, Anthonis Mor, El Greco,
Federico Zuccaro, Pompeo, Leoni and Alonso Sanchez
Coello. This book gives a sense of the variety of talent,
both Spanish and foreign, that flourished under Philip II’s
patronage and provides fascinating insights into the king’s
artistic projects. The topics covered include: the function
of the religious art, court portraiture, art and diplomacy
and artists’ working methods.
388pp; 16pp colour ills. section; hbk.
ISBN: 978-1-84682-110-3 Retail: $55.00

Irish
Communities in
Early Modern
Europe

Irish Migrants
in Europe
after Kinsale,
1602-1820

Thomas O’Connor
& Mary Ann Lyons,

Thomas O’Connor
& Mary Ann Lyons,

editors

editors

‘Scholars of earlymodern Europe should
be thankful for the
painstaking archival
research which provides
the backbone for the twenty two essays that constitute
this publication, and which allows many hitherto obscure
figures in the history of Ireland to emerge from the
shadows. Besides the vast chronological and geographical
scope of the book, another outstanding feature is its
thematic range … [T]he level of the scholarship sets a
standard to which current and future scholars of
early-modern migration and emigration will aspire’,
David Worthington, The English Historical Review

Despite the Irish defeat
at the Battle of Kinsale
(1601), Ireland remained
strategically important
for other European
powers, especially Spain and, later, France. Therefore,
when political, social and religious changes at home
caused many Irish to migrate, temporarily or permanently,
they headed for Habsburg and Bourbon territories. This
collection explores the motivation for migration in the
early 17th century. Essays chronicle migrants’ integration
into European networks of influence and indicate the role
of the European influence in modernizing the migrant
communities and the country that produced them.

400pp; hbk. ISBN: 1-85182-993-8 Retail: $65.00

208pp; hbk. ISBN: 1-85182-701-3 Retail: $55.00
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